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ASTROSCALE and JAXA Conclude Joint
Agreement to Counteract Space Debris

ASTROSCALE Japan Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “ASTROSCALE”) and the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency signed a joint research agreement (“the agreement”)
regarding the removal of space debris.

Under the terms of the agreement, ASTROSCALE will have access to JAXA’s technologies
that examine the methods to approach and capture space debris. The technologies will
facilitate ASTROSCALE’s development of ELSA-d, a technology demonstration satellite
scheduled to be launched in the first half of 2019. ASTROSCALE and JAXA will also work
together to validate the imagery of simulated debris obtained through the ELSA-d on-orbit
mission. JAXA will not take direct part in the development, launch, or operation of ELSA-d,
but will be involved in the research and development of relevant component technologies.

It is estimated that more than 750,000 pieces of space debris over a centimeter in size are
currently in orbit, some of which are the result of breakups and collisions of spacecraft. As
the continuously rising debris population poses an immediate threat to the orbital
environment, taking countermeasures is urgently needed.

JAXA, in cooperation with universities and the private sector, will further establish the
technology to eliminate space debris. Through this endeavor, JAXA hopes to protect the
space environment and realize sustainable utilization of space.

For media inquires, please contact:
ASTROSCALE Japan Inc.
PR/Communication Department, Noguchi
Email: media@astroscale.com

National Research and Development Agency

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency(JAXA)

Ochanomizu sola city, 4-6 Kandasurugadai, Chiyoda-ku,Tokyo 101-8008
Tel. +81-50-3362-4374 Fax. +81-3-3258-5051



